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71 tie Proprietor! of the Bel fart Magazine. 



Gentibmbn, 
"VOLTR insertion of .some; j trifles 
■*- which I formerly sent yofl,. end* 
holdens rae to request youij insertion, 
of an extract from a Sketfih\,of„an 
ejrcursiontftpm Colerain to Belfast, 
by a ye r y e,ir,cui*.ous route. The obaefc- 
vations which occurred to me; Were $o. 
trivial, awl goqommoo-place, that .e- 
veo a.large portion of that partiality 
which' authors feel for. their oivri 
writings, . has not prevented .ine 
from being conscious that I am inca- 
pable of accurately describing the 
Country through which I pastel, but 
if, notwithstanding all defeats, you 
insert my trifling remarks, : you will 
much gratify the vanity of 

Ebigena. 



The planting on the banks of She 
river Banri contributes very much 
to embellish the scenery for' some 
miles on the road from Colerain to 
Bally money. In consequence of 
the number of rocks which impede 
the navigation of the Bann, bhats Ho 
riot get farther up the river than the 
salmon-leap, which is about a mile 
from Colerain. A large mill hasbeen 
lately erected at the salmon leap, 
whrcb mav prove injurious to the 
fishery, as salmon are much averse 
to noise. Ballvmoney is situated on 
a hill ; owing to the colour of the 
stone of which the houses are built, 
the town- looks very gloomy. Jn the 
Memorable year ^798, many of the 
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bouses in BaTlymoney were destroy- 
ed, and government gave the Intta* 
bitants some remuneration, on con- 
dition that the money should be ex- 
pended in rebuilding, Consequently 
a considerable purt of the town is 
nearly new. The country around 
Ballymtmey 5> thinly inhabiter/; 
the cabins of the poor 'have not the 
appearance of extreme ppverty, 
which is observable in many other 
parts of the country. For sonJe 
miles little. Worthy of observation^ 
occurred until in descending Blky* 
seur, or Blast-spur hill, the view of 
Slefnish, an unique shaped moun- 
tain, Grace-liilf, distinguished at a 
distance by the white houses sur- 
rounded with trees, and Gilgorui 
Castle, a dark, gOthic building, gav« 
variety to the landscape. 

Grace-hjll consists of a number of 
houses, situated at a little distance 
from each other, and entirely inha- 
bited by Moravians, (or United 
Brethren, as they wish to be called,) 
who are employed inditfVrent trades 
and manufactures. The largest houses 
are situated in a square, imhe centre 
of which is a pleasant shady wait. 
One side of the square is occupied 
by the single sisters' house, the cha- 
pel, a hoarding school for boys, and 
houses for the preachers. The cha- 
pel is a neat building ; we attended 
two of their meetings, and ht-ard 
some fine singing. The men and 
women sit at opposite sides of the 
chapel, and strangers are placed in 
the view of the whole congrega- 
tion. This conspicuous situation 
was so unpleasant to me that dne of 
the single sisters who observed tltat 
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I felt uncomfortable, with that bene- 
volence oi heart, and- kindness of 
manner which is so peculiarly grate- 
ful to a' stranger, and which is so 
seldom found in the mors polhfed 
cir<*ter, immediately seated herself 
beside me« 

The single Brethrens' house is 
now occupied as a boarding school 
for boys. A number of. tlie-brethren 
ustd to live in. the house, and car- 
ried on different branches of maim- , 
tacture • but men not having many 
resources in domestic employment, 
do not readily accommodate them- , 
selves to the restraints and regula- 
tions necessary in, such, establish- 
ments ; the brethren' found their 
situation irksome, and they discon- 
tinued their household. 

I visited i he single Sisters' house ; 
the superintendent, a woman pecu- 
liarly distinguished by mildness and 
complacency of manners, accompa- 
nied me through the different rooms 
in vibich % the sisters were at" work, 
some making lace, and various kinds 
of fancy work, and oihers were 
sewing and spiiming. The working 
rooms were small, and each con-? 
tained six or eight females, who on 
our entrance never failed politely 
loppak to us : many of them told 
me how happy they felt in having so. 
comfortable a home. The money 
produced by the sale of the articles" 
manufactured by each individual, 
is her own'priv'aieproperty, and she 
merely pays a certain sum of 
money td the general fund, as a 
compensation for her diet and lodg- 
ing. The sisters are not subjected 
by the rules of the society to per- 
petual confinement ; they are per- 
mitted to visit their acquaintances 
who do not belong to the Moiavian 
society, and their residence in the 
siugle sisters' house is entirely op- 
tional. 

The single brethren and sisters 
hare little intercourse with each o» 



ther. When one of the brethren 
wishes- to marry, he is only per- 
mitted to speak to the object of his 
choice through the medium of the 
elders of the congregation, and of 
the superintendent of the sisters' 
house ; if they, approve of his pro- 
posal, and the sister for whom he ap- 
plies consent, they are married. In 
some, cases the. single brother applies 
to the elders to choose a wife for 
him ; they accordingly select one 
of the sisters who they think likely 
to be most suitable for him ; if the 
sister do not consent, another is 
selected. These marriages, which 
to most- persons would seem not to 
promise much happiness, are said 
to be seldom or never attended with 
unhappiness. The human mind 
varies with the local situation, and 
receives impressions from surround- 
ing objects, and perhaps the Mora- 
vians being taught from their earli- 
est infancy to cultivate a- placidity 
and uniformity of manner, acquire 
an ascendancy over their passions 
which materially contributes to their 
happiness. Thoy are not agitated 
by that restless wish for variety, 
which is essentially destructive of 
domestic comfort, by rendering 
home irksome, and which induces 
many to seek amusement in a 
continued series of visiting and of 
fashionable, frivolity Besides the 
mind of a Moravian has not been 
vitiated by the p«rusal of novels, 
which in specious terms, sketch so 
many unreal pictures of life. These 
injurious publications, which are 
alike destructive of benevolent feel- 
ings and of rationality, are the cause 
of much unhappiness; they render 
persons unwilling to make allowan- 
ces for the failings and iroperfec-- 
tions which form the alloy in the com- 
position even of the best regulated 
minds: they are destructive to mo- 
rality, by rendering vice less odious, 
arid by inculcating the maxim that 
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a tittle rejje/ttatice, even in the fnest 
riciotis characters, atones For ail er- 
rors, but 

" Remorse is as the heart in which it grows : 
If that be gentle, it drops balmy dews 
Of true repentance; but if proud and 

gloomy, 
It is a poison tree, that, pierced to the in- 
most, 
Weeps only tears of poison.. ." 

Immediately behind the Chapel, is 
the grave-yard. The brethren and 
sisters are buried at opposite .«ides 
of the enclosure. The gravers are 
not raised above the ' level of the 
ground; a small stone, simply stat- 
ing the name, age, and date of the 
death of the individual, is placed flat 
on each grave. In contemplating 
these simple tomb-stones, I contrast- 
ed them with the pompous eulogies 
which the poet and the artist, to 
gratify the vanity of surviving i<e- 
latives, too frequently lavish od the 
rnost mirthless and undeserving of 
mankind, and never did I feel more 
fnlly.convinced of the futility of all 
such attempts to gain posthumous 
fame. 

Among the numerous singular 
opinions which the Moravians en- 
tertain, one relative to their deceased 
members deserves to be noticed. 
They never inter in the ground 
which had been previously used as a 
grave, as they think that would im- 
pede the resurrection of the person 
who had been first buried. Thrus 
the active mind of man is ever eager- 
ly bent on theoretical speculations 
on subjects respecting which his li- 
mited knowledge precludes him from 
forming correct ideas; he is not 
content to remain in ignorance of 
futurity., to " wait the great teacher 
death" thankful for the blessings 
lie has received, and looking for- 
ward to a future state; with Hope 
for bis companion, humbly confid- 
ing in, an All- Wise -Creator. 

At a little distance from the single 



asters' house is mtnated the widows* 
house. ;Tbere is ho uniformity in 
the dress eT the Moravian** exempli 
that the single- sisters Wear a small 
bit of pink ribboii oft their cap», tile 
married sisters bine, aiid tfite Widows 
white. 

Tfee profits arising froth the lahfis 
and house's, a fdtrifwtable ion, a 
large shop, and the boarding-sfcbools 
belong to the sfceiety at large; of. 
which the directors reside in Ger- 
many; but the person* employed ia 
managing the different iflstitutioltis, 
are paid salaries for their Services. 

Viewed at a distance, the houses, 
planting, and the cultivated 'an44 ,i of 
Gracchi!! appear to advantage; when 
contrasted with the country ftfnuttU. 
The neat tlress of the inhabitants, 
the regularity, decorum, and affa- 
bility of their Manners ; the " sa- 
cred calm" which breathes round 
their village, and which '* bids etch 
fierce, tumultuous, passion' cease," 
are all seen to advantage, when Con- 
trasted with the maimers and habits 
of their neighbours in the same raftk 
of life. A near inspection may tefn* 
der the observer less charmed with 
superficial appearances ;- and When 
he reflects oti the sameness of the se- 
cluded life of a Moravian, the sraitll 
hope that can be rationally enter- 
tained that the mind always pacing 
round the same course, year after 
year, will ever arrive at any valua- 
ble attainment in literature/ arts, br. 
science, he will not be inclined to 
think so total a seclusion from (he 
world Well calculated to contribute 
to the advancement of knowledge, 
either i» ah" individual, or in the 
mass of mankind. 

Balivmena; two miles distant from 
Grace hill, is one of the most improv- 
ing towns in the Coanty Antrim : 
a number of houses are. lately built 
and several new streets ate projected. 
The market house is supposed to 
stand in the centre of the county; 
it i* an old building, and I »«*■ sur. 
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prised that the spirit of improve- 
ment which is so conspicuous in Bal- 
lymena has not been extended to it. 

A short distance from Ballymena, 
there is a singular mount or rath in 
a field on the side of the road. It is 
enclosed by a wall of earth ; and 
little banks of earth, resembling 
seats, rise above each other. The 
mount has been lately planted with 
trees, which has the effect of render- 
ing' it more conspicuous, although 
it certainly does not add to the beau- 
ty. Mad I been an antiquarian, I 
would have felt shocked at the miser- 
ably ill directed taste shown in plant- 
ing, jn modern style, a mount, the 
work of a barbarous and uncivilized 
people. 

The country from Ballymena to 
Kelts is well cultivated, and in ma- 
ny places enlivened by bleach- 
greens. As we approached Antrim, 
we had a distant prospect of .Shane's- 
castle, built on the verge of Lough- 
neagh, and of the round tower of 
Antrim ; this tower is in better pre- 
servation than most of the rouud 
towers in this part of Ireland. 

Antrim is a very ancient town ; 
a few of the houses which were built 
in the style of some old i'arm-honses 
in Lancashire, as well as many other 
houses in the town, seem very ruin- 
ous, and indeed scarcely habitable 

After leaving Antrim, the atten- 
tion is arrested by a view of Lougli- 
neagh, 

"Whose undulating surface spreads around 
Magnificently great, and seems to meet 
Yon distant clouds that bend their fleecy 

forms, 
And mingling with the Szure waters, drop 
Their airy curtain o'er the tranquil deep ;" 

of Rum's island, which has been 
much improved by Mr. James 
Whittle; of the deer park, and of 
the planting around Shane's castje. 

Crumlin, a small village, 6 miles 
from Antrim, .h delightfully situat- 
ed. Colonel Hey land has an orna- 
mented cottage, and some romantic 



walks near the village; a distant 
view of his improvements, and also 
of Lady Longford's, adds much to 
the picturesque beauty of the sce- 
nery. Crumlin appears to ad- 
vantage, contrasted with Glenavy, 
a village which exhibits many symp- 
toms of ruin. 

On descending Crew-hill, Moira, 
and part of the parish of Baliindenv, 
open to the view, and exhibit the de- 
lightful prospectof an highly cultivat- 
ed country. Advancinga little farther, 
the Gazabo at the Maze-course is 
seen-, and the mind is unavoidably 
impressed with painful it-flections, 
arising from the uoii.sid'.'rai ion of the 
defective morality of the people 
within the reach of the profligate 
and depraved atmosphere of a race- 
course. Turning aside from the con- 
templation of this object, the atten- 
tion is directed to a distant view of 
Lisburn, Hillsborough, and of the 
surrounding country at one side of 
the road, and of the commence, 
ment of a ran^e of mountains, some 
of which abound in limestone, and 
of the ruins of Castle Robin on the 
other side. 

(To be continued.) 
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Gentlemen, 
(~)N reading over one of the num- 
bers of your Magazine lately, 
I remarked some strictures on the 
performance of one of Terence's 
plays, by the Westminster scholar*. 
I confess I was not a little disappoint- 
ed, on finding, that the obser* ations 
went no farther than to expose some 
improprieties in the dress of the ju- 
venile performers. These, I agree 
with the writer in thinking, were 
incorrect in the highest degree. An 
Athenian in a cocked hat' is doubtless 
monstrum horrendum. But when 
slighter deviations are rigidly cen- 
sured, the monitor surely deserves 



